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SUMMARY 

 

This paper presents the Meteorological Services in Support of Massive Delay Response 

System in China. 

 

 

 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1 In recent years, the air transportation industry in China has grown rapidly and one big 

challenge the air transportation faced is massive delay. Air Traffic Management Bureau of Civil 

Aviation Administration of China (hereafter as ATMB of CAAC), working together with Chinese 

major airlines, Chinese major airports, tried to identify and establish processes and procedures to 

mitigate and respond to massive flight delays in China. Hence, a Massive Delay Response System 

(MDRS) was established in 2014. 

 

1.2 As adverse weather is a major factor contributing to the massive delay, 
meteorological services in support of the Massive Delay Response System have been identified and 

developed. 

 

2. Discussion 
 

2.1 Meteorological products in support of MDRS 

 

2.1.1 Aerodromes warnings on thunderstorm/heavy precipitation, low visibility and low 

cloud, snow, freezing precipitation/frost, strong surface wind, windshear, and other phenomena as 

agreed with users. 

 

2.1.2 Convection weather in Terminal area 

 

2.1.3 Significant weather in 7 regions and nationwide: thunderstorm/heavy precipitation, 

low visibility and low cloud, snow, freezing precipitation, strong surface wind, turbulence, icing, 
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sandstorm/duststorm, typhoon, and other phenomena as agreed with users. 

 

2.2 Fundamental rules of the provision of MET services in support of MDRS 

 

2.2.1 In accordance with existing rules and procedures 

 

2.2.2 Single Authoritative Source of Meteorological Information 
 

2.2.3 When the MDRS has been initiated, keep close track of the change of weather and 

update in time and notify relevant units accordingly. 
 

 

2.3 The procedures of the provision of MET services in support of MDRS 

 

2.3.1 Issuance of Meteorological products in support of MDRS 

 

(1)  Significant Weather that may contribute to massive delay for 24 busy airports  

 

airport Duration 

of time 

Description 

of  SIGWX 

Time of 

occurrence/ 

cessation 

intensity Location 

and 

extention 

Probability Note 

 1700-0800       

0800-1700       

 1700-0800       

0800-1700       

Note: Probability of the occurrence: ≥70%, 30%～40%,＜30% 
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2.3.2 Weather consultation and briefing 

 

Weather consultation meeting includes routine consultation meeting (among national Aviation MET 

Center and all of 7 regional aviation MET centers) and special consultation meeting (between national 

Aviation MET Center and relevant regional centers when required).  

 

The national Aviation MET Center and/or regional centers provide weather brief to ATM and ATFM 

personnel via video conference or face to face when MDRS has been initiated. 

 

2.3.3 Information notification 

 

 

3. Action by the Meeting 
 

3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this paper.  

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 


